Veterinary Practice Guide to Dog Health

Dogue de Bordeaux: Working Group

Dogue de Bordeaux

The Dogue de Bordeaux was once known as the French Mastiff and, as with many breeds, several theories exist
on its origins and development. It is likely that the original dog of this type existed in France as far back as the
14th Century and was used as a guard dog in vineyards and farms. With its traditionally cropped ears the Dogue
was an intimidating sight. However, the breed was also used as a hunting dog and as a haulage dog. Sadly,
like many of the Molosser breeds, the Dogue de Bordeaux was used in the fighting pits, often against bull or
bear. The breed suffered a setback in the French revolution in the 1780s when they were slaughtered alongside
their aristocratic owners.
Documents exist which record the sale of English Bullmastiffs in the Bordeaux area in the late 19th century and
it is likely that this blood played its part in the development of the breed. The first Breed Standard was written
in 1910.
The first record of Dogue de Bordeaux in the UK can be seen in the Kennel Club Gazette in 1897 but they fell
out of favour when ear cropping was banned and some of the dogs were exported and others died. The breed
was not seen again in the UK until late in the 20th Century and sadly suffered from commercialisation,
attracting many to the breed for its macho image and some of the stock was very poor and unsound. Today the
breed has made headway with the dedication of serious breeders and was awarded championship status by the
Kennel Club in 2016

What health screening is currently relevant?
Kennel Club Accredited Breeders must use, or are strongly recommended to
use, the following screening schemes and/or advice for sires and dams:

• BVA/KC Hip Dysplasia Scheme

This list is not necessarily comprehensive and you should still ask breeders and refer to breed clubs about health issues in the breed.

