Veterinary Practice Guide to Dog Health

Black & Tan Coonhound:

Hound Group

Black & Tan Coonhound

The Black and Tan Coonhound is a trail and tree hound – that is, a scent hound developed to hunt racoon
(hence the derivative in the breed’s name). He is one of several Coonhound varieties and is distinguished by his
black and tan markings. The origin of the breed trace back to the early colonial dogs and probably contain the
blood of Foxhounds taken from England to North America in the 17th Century. In fact, until relatively recent
times the Coonhounds were regarded as a variety of Foxhound. However, with the infusion of other breeds
and types such as the Pointer, Setter, Bloodhound and French Hunting Hounds several varieties of Coonhound
developed, often distinguished by colour, such as the Blue Tick Coonhound, the Redbone, the Treeing walker
and the Plott. The Black and Tan was the first to be split from the American Foxhound.
The racoon was a source of meat and fur for the early colonist and hence the dogs that could hunt them
became much valued. The Coonhound was developed to track the racoon by scent and the scenting prowess of
the Coonhound are immense and he gives voice when on the trail, is capable of going through water. Whilst
the Black and Tan Coonhound does have the courage to kill, he often ends up “treeing” the racoon - that is
holding the racoon at bay when it takes refuge up a tree.
The stamina, strength and courage of the Coonhound also made him useful for hunting bigger prey such as
wild boar, bears, deer and mountain lion

What health screening is currently relevant?
Kennel Club Accredited Breeders must use, or are strongly recommended to
use, the following screening schemes and/or advice for sires and dams:

There are not currently any veterinary screening
schemes or DNA tests for disease relevant to this
breed under the Assured Breeder Scheme, however
you should still ask breeders and refer to breed
clubs about health issues in the breed.

This list is not necessarily comprehensive and you should still ask breeders and refer to breed clubs about health issues in the breed.

