Fox Terrier (Smooth)
The Smooth Fox Terrier was the first variety of the fox terriers to be recognised. From the early days of fox hunting,
terriers have been kept by the hunts as earth dogs, to dig out when the fox went to ground. The terriers could run with the
hounds or were carried in saddle panniers by huntsmen. The early dogs were often brown or black and tan – but there
was a move to make the terriers more easily distinguished from the fox when working and this led to the introduction of
the Old English White Terrier (now extinct), Bull Terrier and Beagle to produce terriers which were predominately white
bodied with small patches of black and tan (hound marked).
The result was the Smooth Fox Terrier which in its evolution became the short backed, long headed dog we see today.
The first class for Fox Terriers was seen at Islington London in 1862. In 1863 at Birmingham Dog Show three dogs who
were to become influential in the breed competed – Old Jock, Old Tartar and Old Trap, 10 years later the Fox Terrier
class at Birmingham drew 276 entries. By 1876 the first Fox Terrier Club of England had been formed and had drawn up
the first breed standard. By the start of the 20th century the Fox Terrier was the most popular breed in England.

Breed Group

Terrier

Vulnerable Breed

Yes

Size

Small

How much exercise?

Up to 1 hour per day

Length of coat

Short

How much grooming?

Once a week

Supposedly sheds?

Yes

Town or Country

Either

Type of home

Small or Large House

Minimum garden size

Small/Medium

Lifespan

Over 12 Years

Health Information
You may be aware that some breeds of dog and their crosses can be susceptible to inherited disease. Of course you want
to be sure that the dog you choose is as healthy as possible, and you would like to know that it has not inherited any
undesirable disease-causing genes from its parents. There is some help in that DNA tests for diseases in purebred dogs are
available for some conditions in some breeds, but there are not very many such tests just yet! There are also, however, a
number of clinical veterinary screening schemes that dog breeders can use to increase the probability of producing
healthy puppies.
Details of the various screening schemes, both veterinary and DNA, that are available to breeders in the UK can be found
at www.thekennelclub.org.uk/doghealth
Potential dog owners should be aware that, at present, the application of various health screening results to breeding
programmes is not always straightforward, and breeders may make choices for various reasons. A responsible breeder
though, will always be willing to discuss relevant health issues with you. Breed clubs are often useful sources of breedspecific information.

What Screening is relevant for the Fox Terrier (Smooth)?
There are not currently any veterinary screening schemes or DNA tests for disease relevant to this breed under the
Assured Breeder Scheme, however you should still ask breeders and refer to breed clubs about health issues in the breed.

Fox Terrier (Smooth) Clubs
Name

Telephone

Birmingham & District Fox Terrier Club

01366 328826

Fox Terrier Club

01246 854 082

Fox Terrier Club Of Scotland

07454 957297

Fox Terrier Club Of Wales

01452 760 913

London Airedale & Fox Terrier Club

01366 328826

Smooth Fox Terrier Association

01782 522399

Fox Terrier (Smooth) Rescue Organisations
Name

Telephone

Fox Terrier (Smooth) Rescue

01283 542881

Fox Terrier (Smooth) Rescue

01953 850454

Fox Terrier (Wire & Smooth) Rescue

01366 328826

Fox Terrier (Wire & Smooth) Rescue

01773 835654

True Friends Wire Fox Terrier Rescue & Rehome

01621 853578

True Friends Wire Fox Terrier Rescue & Rehome

01434 672260

Assured Breeders
Name

Member since
10/10/2011

Phone
01531 828133

Mr N S J & Mrs C J Rogers
Basingstoke, Hampshire

05/12/2012

01256 477401

Mrs M G Clifford
Brecon, Powys

08/10/2011

01874 638178

Mrs B & Mr R J Mullan
Bridgwater, Somerset

21/06/2004

01278 653109

Mr J Averis
Uttoxeter, Staffordshire

31/01/2009

07724 153418

Mr P R & Mrs M Hughes & Mr R Butcher
Newent, Gloucestershire

Accolade of Excellence

Studbook Achievement

Breed Club Membership

Accolades

Breeder Experience

Denotes a significant contribution to Bred at least 3 dogs listed in the

Current member of one or more

5 or more litters registered with the

a breed.

breed clubs

Kennel Club

Studbook.

