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My background

Human
health 

Land & access 
management

Psychology of 
people & pets

Specialist in dogs 
and people in the 

outdoors

My work for the Kennel Club

Often said but
in truth incorrect

“Firearms can 
only be used on 

private land with 
no right of public 

access”

Let’s consider Emblehope Estate Here’s the rights of public access
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Rights of access
 Public access rights are usually 

independent of land ownership
 Most public access rights are 

across privately-owned land
 Equally, no right of public access 

to land in public ownership
 Rights of public access across 

almost all land in Scotland
 Also private access rights for 

neighbours and utility companies
 Duty of care towards trespassers

Firearms laws around public access are 
generally pragmatic & proportionate

Question You have permission to go 
wildfowling here: would it be lawful 
to shoot the ducks this dog flushed? 

Summary and advice
 The law takes a pragmatic and 

proportionate approach
 Written access risk assessment: 

public, private, trespassers
 Record due diligence when 

selecting firearms user
 Obtain written landowner 

permission for firearm use to 
show “reasonable excuse”

 Ultimate duty on firearms user 
to always act lawfully

 Take care to recognise 
legitimate public concerns

Questions?Questions?
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