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Parson Russell Terrier:

Terrier Group

Parson Russell Terrier

The Parson Russell Terrier takes its name from the Reverend John Russell, a hunting clergyman, who inherited
his interest in hunting and terriers from his father.
In 1819, John Russell bought Trump, a white bodied terrier with head and tail markings who sired a legacy of
sporting terriers, and is regarded as the founder of the breed. The Parson Russell Terrier was bred to go to
ground and was often used as the earth dog for badger or fox. It is said that he had to be a handy size to go to
ground, but also had to possess stamina and be sufficiently racy to keep up with hounds. Devotees of the breed
formed clubs, kept their own registry with recorded pedigrees and ran their shows outside the Kennel Club
jurisdiction. However, some fanciers of the breed who wanted to join with the Kennel Club split away, and in
1983 drew up a breed standard based on that of Arthur Heinemann, who had been a disciple of the Reverend
John Russell. The new club stated as its aim the promotion of the “genuine Jack Russell”.
The Breed was formally recognised by the Kennel Club in 1990 as the Parson Jack Russell Terrier. However, in
1999, the breed name was changed to the Parson Russell Terrier to differentiate the two breeds. The Parson
Russell is now well established in the show ring and retains its working abilities as a ‘fox’ terrier (see also Jack
Russell Terrier).

What health screening is currently relevant?
Kennel Club Accredited Breeders must use, or are strongly recommended to
use, the following screening schemes and/or advice for sires and dams:

• DNA test - PLL
• DNA test - LOA
• DNA test - SCA
• Eye testing

This list is not necessarily comprehensive and you should still ask breeders and refer to breed clubs about health issues in the breed.

