
Veterinary Practice Guide to Dog Health

What health screening is currently relevant?

Kennel Club Accredited Breeders must use, or are strongly recommended to 
use, the following screening schemes and/or advice for sires and dams:

This list is not necessarily comprehensive and you should still ask breeders and refer to breed clubs about health issues in the breed.

There are not currently any veterinary screening
schemes or DNA tests for disease relevant to this
breed under the Assured Breeder Scheme, however
you should still ask breeders and refer to breed
clubs about health issues in the breed.

Kerry Blue Terrier:

Place of origin and colour of coat give the breed its name. The Kerry Blue was used to cull rats, and was adept
in hunting in rivers to kill otter. Like most breeds, the origins of the breed are disputed, but there are records of
a black/blue type of dog native to Kerry – another example of a 'type' of dog with local popularity being
developed and it is thought that this might be the basis for the development of the breed as we know it today

First shown in Ireland in 1913 as as Irish Terrier (Blue), the name Kerry Blue Terrier was used for the first time in
1916 at a dog show in Killarney, County Kerry.  The breed was recognised by the Kennel Club in 1922.

Interestingly the puppies are born black changing to shades of blue by around 18 months of age. Its coat is silky
in texture. Despite the glamour of its coat and colour, the Kerry retains his feisty terrier spirit.
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