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Taking your dog on holiday takes some organisation. There
are many regulations that require consideration, from safety in
the car, to travelling on planes or ferries. These regulations
change on a regular basis, so it is wise to check before you
leave – just call the Defra Helpline on +44 (0) 870 241 1710.

What should I do before I go abroad?

Microchip your dog
� Your dog needs to be microchipped.

Check this procedure and the costs
with your vet.

� It is highly recommended that after
your dog is microchipped it is
registered with Petlog, the largest pet
reunification scheme in the UK, as this can prove extremely
effective in locating a lost pet. The Petlog Premium service
can even alert local vets and dog wardens when an owner
sends a SMS text message to say where their pet was lost.
You can also include your dog’s PETS Passport Number on
your Petlog Premium record. Petlog is a member of the
European Pet Network so can still help to get your dog
back to you if you lose it when on holiday – but remember
to add your holiday details to your pet’s record on Petlog
before you travel by telephoning 0844 4633 999.

Vaccinate your dog against Rabies
� Your dog must be vaccinated 21 days prior to travel. Check

this procedure and the cost with your vet.
� All UK vaccinations have a validity period of 2-3 years,

however, listed countries do differ. Please check with the
authorities of the country youare travelling to for 
further information.

Travelling abroad with your dog

Contact Petlog on 0844 4633 999
or visit www.petlog.org.uk 
to find out more.

For more information on the Pets Travel
Scheme call 0870 241 1710 or visit
www.defra.gov.uk
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Movement of pets from the Republic of Ireland to Great Britain

Checks are not currently required to be carried out on pets arriving in the UK
from the Republic of Ireland although checks are carried out on pets coming
from the rest of the EU and other countries and territories. Under the EU pet
movement system, all pet dogs, cats and ferrets moving between EU
Member States must meet the same animal health rules. Therefore from 1st
January 2012 the requirement is that all pets travelling from the Republic of
Ireland to the UK should be microchipped, vaccinated against rabies and
accompanied by a pet passport. However as both the Republic of Ireland 
and the UK have had no indigenous rabies for many decades, compliance
checks on pets travelling between the two countries will not be applied. 
Those travelling with pet animals should therefore not experience any 
change on the ground from the 1st January.

Other considerations:
� Check whether your dog can travel with the airline and ferry

company you wish to use. You can travel by Eurotunnel but
NOT by Eurostar (assistance dogs only).

� Eurotunnel is the Kennel Club’s official train carrier. Pets are part
of the family and are treated like any other passenger.

� If you travel by plane and will be accompanying your dog, some
airlines may allow you to book your dog in as excess baggage as
opposed to cargo, which usually works out cheaper. Your dog must
fly in an IATA approved crate and you should check with the airline
about how to measure your dog for an IATA approved
crate.  Airlines should provide information guides on
how to do this. 

For pet travel requirements from the UK to the
Republic of Ireland please visit the Republic’s:
www.agriculture.gov.ie/pets/introduction/

VIisit www.eurotunnel.com for more 
information and book online.
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� Most ferry companies will not allow dogs up on to the decks so your
dog will need to stay in the car throughout the duration of the crossing.
Some ferry companies will allow you to check your dog throughout the
crossing but you are advised to check before travel.  For foot
passengers, some companies do have kennels on the car decks. 
If you decide to take a ferry crossing, make sure your dog will be 
happy to sleep in the vehicle or in a kennel (whichever you choose)
throughout the duration of the crossing.

� Before booking your holiday accommodation,
ensure that the hotel or guest house will accept
dogs. Most places on the continent are dog-
friendly but, be advised you will normally be
expected to pay a fee per dog.

� Open for Dogs is the Kennel Club's campaign to
make public places more accessible for dogs
and their owners. Search through over 10,000 listings on the 
Open for Dogs website to find places you can go with your 
dog across the UK and Europe.

� Commision Regulation (EU) No 388/2010 - This EU Regulation requires
anyone wishing to travel in Europe with more than five pet dogs at any one
time to undergo veterinary checks on each dog. This examination must
take place less than 24 hours before the dogs are scheduled to travel.

� Consider travel insurance which covers your pet for emergency
overseas veterinary and kennel costs.

Kennel Club Pet Insurance alllows you to tailor your policy to include
Overseas travel cover as an optional benefit whilst you and your dog
are temporarily abroad in a PETS travel scheme country:

� Third party liability extension of cover overseas whilst in any PETS
territory as listed by DEFRA up to 120 days per policy year

� Vet’s Fees up to the elected annual policy limit (£5K or £10K)
� Quarantine kennelling costs up to £2,000
� Up to £250 towards a replacement pet passport
� Emergency expenses up to £500.

Visit www.openfordogs.org.uk 
to find out more about dog friendly 
places in your area.

For more information call 
0800 369 90 90 or visit
www.kcinsurance.co.uk



What should I do whilst I am abroad?
� Before travelling in a car, gradually accustom your dog to car

travel by taking your dog on short journeys.
� Always ensure your dog has plenty of ventilation and shade in

the car and that fresh drinking water is readily available.
� Train your dog not to bark or move around excessively whilst

your car is in motion, as this can be very distracting to the driver.
� Check the regulations for travelling by car for the country you

are visiting as some countries insist that dogs wear canine seat
belts or be carried in a cage.

� Transport your dog safely, preferably by using a special dog
guard, dog cage or canine harness. Your dog will be better
protected and feel more secure if he has his own space in the
car rather than being ‘squashed’ in with the luggage.

� When taking your dog on a long journey, ensure you make
regular stops to exercise your dog. Remember always to clean
up after your dog in any public place.

� Make certain your dog is kept on a lead in all
public places.

� Ensure your dog is sociable and
obedient. This can be done through
the Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog
Scheme, which is a fun and
enjoyable way of training your dog
to be sociable and provides
essential advice on responsible dog
ownership.

� Make sure your dog wears an
identification collar and tag with your current
contact details. The Control of Dogs Order 1992
advises that any dog in a public place must wear a collar tag
with the name and address of the owner written on it. The
phone number is optional (but advisable). It is well worth adding
your address while on holiday to your dog’s tag even if this is
done simply by means of sticky tape over the current tag. 
The Kennel Club can provide these tags – log on to
www.thekennelclub.org.uk for further information.



What about coming back to the UK?
� To come back into the UK your dog must have a

tapeworm treatment administered by a vet not less than
24 hours and not more than 48 hours before you
check-in with an approved transport company for the
journey that brings your dog in to the UK. The vet has to
sign the passport to say this has been carried out. If you
are only going on a day trip, the tapeworm treatment
has to be administered before you leave the UK in order
to comply with the 24 – 48 hour rule. We would also
strongly advise that the dog is treated for ticks at the
same time.

� The passport and the dog’s microchip number are
checked before returning to the UK in the “PETS check
point”. This check has to be paid for when you purchase
your tickets initially.

� If you are importing a dog from abroad then it has 
to have a Pet Passport (the same as a UK dog
travelling abroad).

VisaApr 15 2006

Arri
val

July 21 2005

Visit  www.thekennelclub.org.uk
to find out more.



Visit www.thekennelclub.org.uk 

or call the Defra Helpline on 

+44 (0) 870 241 1710 to find out more.

Have a safe journey.

1-5 Clarges Street, Piccadilly, London W1J 8AB
Telephone 0844 4633 980 Email info@thekennelclub.org.uk

www.thekennelclub.org.uk

Join the conversation:
@kclovesdogs  .com/kclovesdogs
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The Kennel Club works to protect and promote the health and welfare of all dogs in
the UK. We want happy, healthy dogs living long lives with responsible owners. All
profits from the organisation go straight into funding the many programmes run in

the best interest of dogs and dog owners and to support the Kennel Club
Charitable Trust to re-invest into a wide variety of welfare and health programmes.

Anyone can register their dog with the Kennel Club. By registering you will
demonstrate your commitment to your dog’s well-being and to the health and

welfare of all dogs. You can register online today at
www.thekennelclub.org.uk/dogregistration.

What ever your dog's needs, the Kennel Club is here to help and support you.

Find out more by contacting us on 0844 4633 980, or visit our website at
www.thekennelclub.org.uk to find out more about the wonderful world of dogs.

Additional guides on a wide range of subjects are also available to

download from our website at www.thekennelclub.org.uk:

� Asthma and your dog

� Breeding from your bitch

� Choosing and bringing home the right dog for you

� DNA profiling and parentage analysis services

� Do you know dog law?

� Do you know how to look after your dog in its senior years?

� Find a rescue dog

� Health screening and the Kennel Club

� How to breed dogs using artificial insemination

� How to get involved in fun activities and competitions with your dog

� How to get started with dog training

� How to register your dog with the Kennel Club

� Kennel Club endorsements

� Moving house with your dog

� Pet Insurance Guide for dog owners

� Road travel with your dog

� So you are thinking of working with dogs?

� Thinking of showing your dog in the UK?

� Thinking of using your dog as a stud?

� Why I should Microchip my pet?


