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Message from the Chairman of the Kennel Club

Ronnie Irving

Without any doubt the year
2008,/2009 will prove to be a
landmark year in the long history of
the Kennel Club — a history that is well

documented in this Annual Report.

In March of last year when preparing
this part of the Annual Report I
wrote, “Those who attack pedigree
Aogs usually do so on the basis that

1t 15 show-ring requirements that

hawe cansed problems. They cite the
extremes in some breeds as typical
examples. The majority of us who nre
involved in what might be described

as ‘normal’ breeds must get the

others to recognise that exagperation
of various points does make us all
vulnerable to criticism — and more
importantly the Kennel Club must
continue to do all it can to steer
people awny from anything thot
makes us look collectively silly. For
that reason we will be embarking
upon a programme to stress the need
Jor breeds ro get back to the basics

of thetr original

purpose, and so to

avoid the dongers

programme. We knew right away just
how seriously the matter had to be
taken. We realised that dog breeding
and dog showing as we know it was,

and still is, under attack.

Happily the Kennel Club was in
good shape when the ‘tsunami’ of
public criticism hit it. The finances of

the Club were, and still are, strong.

To raise the relevance of the Kennel Club in the

of over exaggeration.

Al dogs including eyes of the public at large, dog owners and those

those bred primarily

a5 COMPanions,

who take part in canine activities so as to be

deserve to be able to better able ‘to promote in every way the general

breathe nnd move

around freely! Onr

morto should be “Fit

Jor function - fit for

Zefe!”” Little did T

know when I penned these remarks
just how prescient they would turn
out to be, and just what a tremendous
added challenge was about to

confront us.

There is no doubt that the effect

of the TV show “Pedigree Dogs
Exposed” broadcast by the BBC last
August, five months after I wrote
these words, has had a damaging
effect upon pedigree dogs, pedigree
dog breeders and upon the Kennel
Club itself. Those of us who saw the
huge volume of critical mail at the
Kennel Club in the aftermath of the
broadcast, could see that otherwise
intelligent people had fallen ‘hook,

line and sinker’, for the content of the

improvement of dogs’.

The Management and Staft of the
Kennel Club were in good heart and
also robust enough to withstand the
extra burden that all of this placed
upon them. The General Committee
too along with the various Sub
Committees and Working Parties,
which all contain so many people
with a wealth of experience of so
many aspects of dogs, were there to

steer and provide wise counsel.

Fortunately too, and quite the
opposite of what the TV film makers
had implied, the Kennel Club was
able to show that it had already
embarked, many years before, on a
huge number of projects to deal with
the problems that some purebred dog
breeds do undoubtedly have.

In February of this year I sent all
Members the following chronology
of Kennel Club actions in a letter
to them, and to all Associates and
Aftiliates.




Message from the Chairman of the Kennel Club continued

e Start of KC/BVA Health
Screening Schemes (1965)

e Changes to relevant breed
standards to eliminate anything
which might encourage
exaggerations which could cause a
dog irritation or discomfort (1986

to date)

¢ Founding of the Kennel Club
Charitable Trust (1987)

e Institution of the KC/BSAVA
Scientific Committee (1990)

e Formation of the KC Breed
Health and Welfare Strategy
Group (2002)

e Wording in Judges’ books
amended to stress that prizes
should only be awarded to healthy
dogs (2002)

e Fault clause in every breed
standard amended to say that ‘A
fault should be regarded in exact
proportion to its degree and its
effect upon the health and welfare
of the dog’ (2002)

e Extensive meetings with Breed
Clubs representing the high
priority breeds which have been
identified as requiring urgent

attention (2002 to date)

e Examination of ways to protect
genetic diversity in each breed
(2002 to date)

e KC/BSAVA/AHT Health Survey
(2004)
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Introduction of KC Accredited
Breeder Scheme (2004)

Wording on Challenge
Certificates amended to stress
that prizes should only be
awarded to healthy dogs (2007)

Rules to oblige judges to
recognise health issues and
judges monitored and required
to provide reports on the overall
health of the dogs presented to
them (2007)

Launch of “Fit for Function: Fit
for Life” Campaign (2008)
Introduction of Regulation
allowing Judges to exclude dogs
from competition completely and
allow Shows or KC representatives
to do so if it is considered they
are unfit in terms of their state of
health (2009)

All breed standards changed to
include a statement that ‘Breeders
and judges should at all times

be careful to avoid obvious
conditions or exaggerations
which would be detrimental in
any way to the health, welfare or
soundness of this breed.” (2009).
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Since then the Kennel Club
Charitable Trust has announced

that it is to put substantial sums

into what will be called ‘The Kennel
Club Genetics Centre at the Animal
Health Trust” over the next five
years, to develop more DNA Tests for
canine diseases. It will also pioneer
the use of estimated breeding value
techniques in dogs. This action, along
with the many other projects funded
by the Kennel Club Charitable Trust,
establishes the Trust as the UK’s
major financial contributor to the

health of pedigree dogs.

All of these programmes of work
were continued leading up to Crufts
with the Group Judges Conference at
Stoneleigh, and all Crufts judges were
briefed on their duties. They were
reminded that while we do not expect
judges to act as veterinarians, we do
expect and demand that they should
never award prizes to dogs which are
visibly suffering from any condition
which would adversely aftect their

health or welfare.

The first recorded Dog Show takes place in

/\\ N v ‘ the Town Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
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They were reminded that dogs with
such problems are not healthy dogs

and should not win prizes.

In addition we have of course

been working very closely with the
veterinary and scientific world and
with those organisations in the animal
welfare sector who believe, as we do,
that it is the breeders who will have a
positive influence over the welfare of
dogs. We will continue to do so as we
recognise that the improvement of the
health of dogs will only be achieved
through collaboration and co-
operation between all organisations
and sectors which have the welfare of

dogs as an objective.

Having prepared our ground well, we
braced ourselves for the usual media
circus that always surrounds Crufts.
As you will see from the Crufts
Chairman’s Report on pages 25 and
26 our work was well rewarded and
the show was judged to be a great

success all round.

I hope that the successful Crufts
2009, with its emphasis on happy
healthy dogs, marked a turning point
for this unfortunate period in the
Club’s history. I am optimistic that

this is so. Some organisations are

unlikely to be satisfied no matter

what we do.

However, without being complacent,
I am beginning to see a change in
attitude to what responsible show
and competitive breeders, breed
clubs and the Kennel Club are doing.
The media are starting to give both
sides of the story not just the bad
news side. The recent meetings we
have had with politicians give me
confidence that more and more

of them are coming to realise that
without the positive influence of the
Kennel Club and its key breeders,
the kind of progress we have been
seeing in recent years would be lost.
And above all our contact with senior
members of the veterinary profession
leads me to believe that they too
realise that the Kennel Club, and
those breeders and clubs who are its
major supporters, are key to solving
the purebred dog problems that do

exist in some breeds.

One of the most important key
elements of the Kennel Club’s canine
health and welfare strategy for dogs
is the continued development of

the Accredited Breeder Scheme and
further enhancements to that Scheme
have been put into place. The scheme
now has nearly 4000 Members. It

is tailored for individual breeds and
will be developed further along those
lines in the future. I urge everyone
who is a responsible breeder to take

part in the Scheme
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Another reason for 2008,/2009 being
a landmark year was the opening of
the Kennel Club Educational Trust’s
new building at Stoneleigh Park. The
Club gave a further £400K to the
Educational Trust for the completion
of the project which gives dogs,

dog clubs and the general public a
home for the future. Judging by the
bookings of both the halls and the
seminar facilities - this new addition
to the Kennel Club family of activities
will prove to be a resounding long

term success.

This report is proof, if proofis
needed, of the vast array of activities
in which the Kennel Club is involved.
Some of these activities have this year
been eclipsed in media terms by our
work on health issues; but only in
media terms. These other activities
have not been neglected and have in
fact carried on regardless. Whether
they be the Good Citizen Dog
Scheme or the YKC, Safe and Sound
or KC Dog, Training or Marketing,
Library or the Club House — they
have all continued with as much

vigour as ever before.

Indeed despite the financial damage
inflicted upon the Kennel Club as

a result of the unfair attacks made
upon us by the media, and despite the
current economic recession, we have

continued financially to support these

S
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activities and dog health and welfare
just as strongly as in previous years.
This we have been able to do because
of the Club’s strong financial reserves
brought about as a result of prudent
financial management in the past.
The Management of the Club is also
currently planning significant cost
savings to help enable us to continue
to plough adequate funds back into the
world of dogs for the benefit of dogs
and dog breeders. It may however also
be necessary to seek to enhance some
of the revenue aspects of the Club’s
affairs as well, if we are to be able to
continue to do as much as we all want
to do for the benefit of our supporters

and for the benefit of dogs.

There is still of course much to do.
There are still some people out there
who think we are not doing enough
and some who think we are doing too
much. But all must realise that the
work we are doing is long term work.
All must realise that public opinion
and the media will not tolerate
exaggeration or physical features in
dogs that cause discomfort or pain.

All must realise that the vast majority

|

of breeds and dogs are perfectly
healthy. All must understand that the
Kennel Club can and will only defend
the defensible. All must accept that
the Kennel Club cannot sacrifice the
reputation of the two hundred plus
healthy breeds for a few that cannot
accept that they have problems. Those
who cannot cope with the Kennel
Club’s approach to these issues will
have to learn to defend themselves
alone against the critics. We must

all remember that the media and the
public are alert to pedigree dogs and
pedigree dog breeding and we must —

every last one of us — act accordingly.

Ronnie Irving

Chairman

/ The Kennel Club founded by Mr S E Shirley,
MP from Warwickshire.
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Chief Executive’s Report

Rosemary Smart

As we come through one of the
most challenging and significant
periods in our history we do so with
renewed enthusiasm and optimism

about the future.

We have accepted criticism, where it is
justified, and are determined to learn
from our experiences and redouble our
efforts and commitment to work with
all who have as their primary objective

the health and welfare of dogs.

First Kennel Club Stud Book,
Code of Rules for the Guidance
of Dog Shows and Calendar of
events published.

However, the impact upon our
resources has been considerable and
many hundreds of thousands of
pounds have been spent protecting
the Kennel Club’s business and
reputation in order that it may
continue to work for dogs and
invest in their health and welfare.
Notwithstanding these significant
additional costs, in 2008 we made
charitable donations totalling
£750,000.

Our key business objective is

to run an efficient and effective
organisation. We must provide

our customers with a high quality
service and deliver a healthy surplus
for re-investment back to the dog
through the Charities with which
we are connected. Consequently
we must now dramatically refocus
our resources; the continuation of
projects which do not specifically
relate to health and welfare is under
review in order to effect the savings
necessary to ensure that the Club

is on a sound financial footing for
the future. We must also examine
our revenue sources to ensure future

investment for the benefit of dogs.

Last year I reported our achievement
of the British Standard Institute’s
ISO 9001 quality management

standard. This year, I am proud to

report that we have become one of
the first organisations in the country
to pass the new and most demanding
quality management standard set

by the International Organisation
for Standardisation. One of the key
requirements of the standard is that
organisations must achieve their
primary objectives. As ours is “to
promote in every way the general
improvement of dogs” our passing of
the requirements of the new standard
gives us very welcomed recognition
that, in all that we do, it is the dog

which is central to our efforts.

The Kennel Club moves forward
with a strong, loyal and disciplined
professional team working with
knowledgeable Committee members
for the benefit of all dogs and we are
confident that we will continue to

achieve our objectives.

Losonserllar_

Rosemary Smart

Chief Executive




Working for the general
improvement of dogs

The Kennel Club has six key strategic objectives:

1. Ensuring that the Kennel Club is the first port of call on all
canine matters.

2. Recognising the importance of canine health and welfare.

3. Popularising canine activities focusing on the retention of
existing participants and the attraction of new.

4.  Achieving a widening of the Kennel Club membership
base.

5. Encouraging the development of all those concerned with
dogs through education and training.

6. Encouraging more people to provide input into the Kennel
Club’s decision making process.

Together these form the cornerstone of the Kennel Club’s work
to achieve its overall mission statement:

“To raise the relevance of the Kennel Club in the eyes
of the public at large, dog owners and those who
take part in canine activities so as to be better able
‘to promote in every way the general improvement
of dogs"’.

Working to make every dog's life as happy and healthy as it
can be lies at the heart of everything that the Kennel Club
does. There is a special supplement in this report specifically
detailing our work in this field.

The Kennel Club introduces ‘universal’ registration
which requires unique names for each dog listed in
the Stud Book

\
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Health and Welfare

Accredited Breeder Scheme

An encouraging number of breeders
joined the Accredited Breeder Scheme
during 2008, particularly during the
second half of the year. The scheme's
membership currently stands at
almost 3,900, an increase of nearly

70% from the same point last year.

The Kennel Club maintained
dialogue with breed clubs to tailor
the scheme on an individual breed
basis and a representative of the
scheme attended many club meetings

to facilitate effective communication.

Important developments of certain
arcas of the scheme were announced,
and have been well-received. These
included the establishment of a
Breeder Advisor network, with the
aim of enabling a far greater number
of visits to scheme members to be
conducted each year. A new Accolade
of Excellence has been developed

for those Accredited Breeders who
achieve a special status because

of their position and experience
within a breed. In addition a role of
Breed Mentor has been established,
recognising people of good standing
within breeds, who have exceptional
experience and knowledge but who

may no longer be breeding.

The Kennel Club has promoted the
scheme more widely to the public over
the last year, through the flagging of
Accredited Breeders on the Kennel
Club’s ‘Find a Puppy’ service and

through significant advertising.

L)
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The Accredited Breeder Scheme is a
central plank of the Kennel Club’s
health and welfare strategy.

Breed Health Plans

Towards the end of 2008, every
registered breed club was sent a
compilation of information relating to
the health of their breed. Comment

and input on health issues was invited,
and each breed was asked to nominate

a single health representative to liaise
with the Kennel Club. Responses and
other information collected will now be
used to put together an individual breed

health plan for each breed.

Breeders' Symposium

Two symposia, organised by the Kennel
Club in conjunction with the Pet Food
Manufacturers Association and British
Small Animal Veterinary Association,
were held in November 2008; one in
Glasgow and one in Hertfordshire.
Topics included the BVA /KC hip

and elbow dysplasia schemes, the
BVA/KC/ISDS eye disease scheme,
modern anaesthesia in dogs and health
surveillance. Both were well-attended
and feedback from delegates on the day

was once again enthusiastic.

Canine Genetics Centre

At Crufts 2009 the Kennel Club
announced the launch of the Kennel
Club Charitable Trust’s new Kennel
Club Genetics Centre at the Animal
Health Trust. The Centre will

accelerate research into inherited

\
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canine disease and aims to create
further new DNA tests to help tackle
further inherited diseases over the
next few years. The Centre will

also investigate new approaches to
dog breeding, including ‘estimated
breeding values’, which should

enable whole dog populations to be
evaluated for inherited disease even if

individual dogs have not been tested.

DNA Profiling and Parentage
Verification Services

This service continues to offer the
latest DNA identification technology
to dog breeders at a reasonably low
cost. Take-up is steady and a quick,
reliable administrative process has
been established. Once a dog has been
successfully profiled, this is recorded
and a certificate is issued by the
Kennel Club. If both the parents of
a litter have been profiled previously,
a DNA Parentage Analysis Service

is available to breeders wishing to
enhance their dogs’ records with

DNA verification of their identity.

Disease DNA Testing Schemes
Several additional official DNA

testing schemes for disease were

set up during the year, mostly at

the request of relevant breed clubs.
There were thirty Kennel Club DNA
testing schemes in existence by the
end of 2008. All results are recorded
on the Kennel Club database and
published on registration certificates

and on the website.

’“/

Health Test Results Finder

A new facility has been developed and
introduced to display all of the health
screening results for an individual dog
alongside its registration details. The
result of any ofticial Kennel Club health
screening scheme, whether it is a DNA
testing scheme or a veterinary screening
scheme, appears under the dog’s name,
together with brief explanations of the

test results concerned.

Joint Veterinary Screening
Schemes with the British
Veterinary Association

The three official screening
programmes - for eye disease, hip
dysplasia and elbow dysplasia -
continue to progress and develop.
The Kennel Club is represented on
the BVA working parties for the three
schemes, ensuring an effective link
between the schemes’ practitioners
and breeders and owners. This

has led to much more transparent
decision making and has provided
an opportunity for breed clubs to

participate at an carly stage.

During early 2008, a formal written
agreement between the KC and the
BVA was signed, the first time in the
44-year history of the schemes. Two
meetings of canine cardiologists,
representatives of the BVA and the
KC were held during the year to
discuss the potential for the setting
up of a formal BVA /KC heart testing
scheme. This will be progressed
during 2009.

The Kennel Club prohibits dogs with cropped ears
from being shown - this is more than a hundred
years before any such law is put in place by
Government.



Registration Services and Healthcare

Healthcare Insurance

Following the acquisition in 2007 of
PetPartners plc by Sweden's leading
animal insurance company, Agria Pet
Insurance Limited, the Kennel Club
has been working closely with Agria

to review, improve and expand the
portfolio of healthcare products. As
part of the Kennel Club's key objective
of 'recognising the importance of
canine bealth and welfare'. Analysis of
claims data enables us to support our
investment in the field of dog health by
evidencing health trends and potential
emerging conditions. Agria provides
the Kennel Club Healthcare Plan,
Crufts Pet Insurance and the Kennel
Club's Insurances for Canine Clubs and

Societies and Dog Training Instructors.

Online Litter Registration and
Transfers

Online services continued to be
popular, providing a speedy, efficient
and consistently high level of service.
The usage of the online litter service
continued to grow at a steady rate
with around 25% of all registrations
being made by this method in 2008.
In December 2008 the service was
opened up to all breeders and this has
now seen the percentage of puppies

registered online rise to over 35%.

In July 2008 an online transfer
service was launched and already
around half of all transfers are carried

out through this service.

S0

Petlog

Petlog registrations increased by 3%
in 2008. The uptake of the enhanced
Petlog Premium service increased by

17% over the year.

Petlog continues to work

actively with vets, animal welfare
organisations and local and national
authorities to promote permanent
identification and microchipping

to the pet owning public. The fifth
annual National Microchipping
Month took place in June 2008 and

again proved a great success.

Registers

Activity Register

The number of dogs on the Activity
Register, formerly known as the
Working Trials and Obedience
Register, remained stable during
2008. Those applying to register are
asked to select the activities that are
of most interest to them, with 34%
selecting Agility, 22% Obedience,
17% Flyball, 14% Working Trials and

13% choosing Heelwork to Music.

Breed Register

Despite a continued fall in the
registrations of some previously
docked breeds, overall pedigree puppy
registrations rose by 0.4% during
2008, with over 271,000 puppies

registered in the twelve month period.
The number of puppies transferred
into new ownership rose by 3.9% over
the year and the ratio of transfers to
registrations received climbed to an all-

time high, reaching a figure of 65.3%.

The newly designed ‘Find a Puppy’
service was launched in place of the
Puppy Sales Register at Discover
Dogs in November 2008. The service
offers improved geographical listings
and is designed to appeal to a broader
audience. The number of breeders
listing their puppies increased by 9.7%
in 2008. However there was a much
greater increase of 73% in the number
of prospective puppy buyers using

the service.

Companion Dog Register

The number of Companion Dog
Registrations increased by 17.4% when
compared to the previous year. This
increase was attributed to promotional
activity, and particularly to its profile
at the Wag and Bone Show which was
held in August 2008.

The Kennel Club appoints the first veterinary surgeon to its
Committee. This was to be a regular position for future years
and today three vets sit on the General Committee.

Supplement to the Kennel Club Annual Report 2008/2009
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The Kennel Club has been dedicated to improving

the health and welfare of dogs throughout its
existence, and this goal forms the cornerstone
of everything which the Club sets out to achieve
through its diverse range of work.
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To illustrate, the major initiatives carried out by the Kennel Club in the past 40 years
to improve the health of dogs include the following:

Start of KC/BVA Health Screening Schemes - there are three clinical screening programmes, run / : -
1965 in conjunction with the British Veterinary Association, which record the quality of a dog’s hips, ;
elbows and eyes.

Changes to the Kennel Club’s breed standards to eliminate anything which might encourage
1986 to date exaggerations which could cause a dog irritation or discomfort. The Kennel Club has reviewed the
breed standard for every single breed during the past year.

Founding of the Kennel Club Charitable Trust — since its inception the Trust has distributed grants

1987 totalling almost £4 million to organisations which benefit dogs through one of three key areas: : ;
Science & Education, Welfare and Support. ‘i';ﬁ’
1990 Institution of the KC/BSAVA Scientific Committee
2002 Wording in Judges’ books amended to stress that prizes should only be awarded to healthy dogs. 2007 Specific rules to oblige judges to recognise health issues introduced, and judges monitored and
required to provide reports on the overall health of the dogs presented to them.
2002 Fault clause in every breed standard amended to say that ‘A fault should be regarded in exact Launch of “Fit for Function: Fit for Life’ campaign — this campaign, which was launched last May,

proportion to its degree and its effect upon the health and welfare of the dog’ 2008 aims to ensure that all dogs are fit for the function for which they were originally intended. Even

if this purpose is simply to be a pet, all dogs should be free of any exaggeration which affects its
ability to see, breathe and walk freely.

2002 Formation of the KC Breed Health and Welfare Strategy Group — this group meets regularly to
examine ways of improving the health of those breeds in most need of urgent attention.

Formation of breed health plans commenced - every Kennel Club registered breed club or society
2008 was sent a compilation of available information relating to the health of their breed. Responses and

2002 to date Extensive meetings with Breed Clubs representing the high profile breeds. other information collected over a period will be used to put together an individual breed health
plan for each breed.

Introduction of Show Regulations allowing judges to exclude dogs from competition completely
2009 and allow shows or Kennel Club representatives to do so if it is considered they are unfit in terms of
their state of health.

2002 to date Examination of ways to protect genetic diversity in each breed.

KC/BSAVA /AHT Health Survey - the Kennel Club Charitable Trust funded and conducted the

2004 biggest health survey of pedigree dogs ever carried out in the UK. Data regarding 52,000 dogs All breed standards changed to include a statement that breeders and judges should at all times be
was included in the survey, helping to identify the prevalence of different health problems within 2009 careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the
specific breeds so that ways of alleviating and eliminating these can be found. health, welfare or soundness of this breed.

Introduction of KC Accredited Breeder Scheme - The scheme promotes good dog breeding and Introduction of a specialist Health Zone at Crufts, allowing visitors to talk to vets and scientific

2004 members are required to fulfil a stringent set of criteria, including carrying out health screening of 2009 experts from the British Veterinary Association and the Animal Health Trust about a range of dog
their dogs where appropriate and permanent identification of breeding stock. health topics including Kennel Club health initiatives, health screening and DNA tests.

Wording on the Kennel Club’s Challenge Certificates amended to stress that prizes should only be Launch of the Kennel Club Genetics Centre at the Animal Health Trust. This will accelerate

2007 awarded to healthy dogs — the Challenge Certificate represents the highest award which a dog may 2009 research into inherited canine disease. It aims to create further DNA tests to help
achieve in its breed at a show. tackle around 25 inherited diseases.
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Kennel Club/British Veterinary Association Screening Schemes

KC/BVA Hip Dysplasia Scheme

Kennel Club Official DNA Testing Schemes

KC/BVA Elbow Dysplasia Scheme

KC/BVA/ISDS Eye Scheme

The Kennel Club operates a number of official schemes with laboratories around the world.

Relevant breeds and conditions are listed below.

Australian Cattle Dog
prcd-PRA (Progressive retinal atrophy)

Border Collie

CEA/CH (Collie eye anomaly/choroidal hypoplasia)
CL (Ceroid lipofuscinosis)

TNS (Trapped neutrophil syndrome)

Boston Terrier
JHC (Juvinile hereditary cateract)

Briard
CSNB (Congenital stationary night blindness)

Dachshund (Miniature Long-haired)
GPRA (Generalised progressive retinal atrophy) cordl

Dobermann
vWD (von Willebrand’s disease)

Finnish Lapphund
prcd-PRA (Progressive retinal atrophy)

Irish Red & White Setter
CLAD (Canine leucocyte adhesion deficiency)
vWD (von Willebrand’s disease)

Irish Setter
CLAD (Canine leucocyte adhesion deficiency)
GPRA (Generalised progressive retinal atrophy) red-1

Kennel Club DNA Tests Control Schemes

Irish Setters (from 01.01.2008)

The Kennel Club will only register litters if both parents
are DNA tested clear or are hereditarily clear of CLAD
(Canine leucocyte adhesion deficiency advanced

pLIHll\SlOn is SOLlL,ht to mate a clear \ Ldllltl If lellll\SlOD

is granted then all progeny to be DNA tested and
registered as clear or carrier. Carrier pups to be endorsed
with ‘R’.

Poodle (Miniature)
Poodle (Toy)
prcd-PRA (Progressive retinal atrophy)

Retriever (Chesapeake Bay)

Retriever (Labrador)

Retriever (Nova Scotia Duck Tolling)
prcd-PRA (Progressive retinal atrophy)

Retriever (Nova Scotia Duck Tolling)
CEA/CH (Collie eye anomaly/choroidal hypoplasia)

Spaniel (Clumber)
PDP-1 (Pyruvate dehydrogenase phosphate/1 deficiency)

Spaniel (Cocker)
FN (Familial nephropathy)
prcd-PRA (Progressive retinal atrophy)

Spaniel (English Springer)
Fuco (Fucosidosis)
GPRA (Generalised progressive retinal atrophy) cordl

Staffordshire Bull Terrier
L-2HGA (L-2-Hydroxyglutaric aciduria)
HC-1 (Hereditary cataract)

Welsh Corgi (Cardigan)
GPRA (Generalised progressive retinal atrophy) rcd-3

Working Sheepdog (Activity Register)

CEA/CH (Collie eye anomaly/choroidal hypoplasia)
CL (Ceroid lipofuscinosis)

TNS (Trapped neutrophil syndrome)

Irish Setters (from 01.01.2010)

The Kennel Club will only register litters if both parents
are DNA tested clear or are hereditarily clear of GPRA
(Generalised progressive retinal atrophy).

Irish Red & White Setters (from 01.01.2011)
The Kennel Club will only register litters if both parents

Canine Activities

Agility

European Open Agility Championships
For the first time, the Kennel Club
sent a team to the European Open
Championships which were held in
Germany. The team picked up a silver
medal (Individual Large), two bronze
medals (Large Team and Small
Individual) and had a number of

other highly-placed individual dogs.

FCI World Dog Agility Championships
The Kennel Club organised a team

of dogs to compete at the FCI World
Championships in Finland in October
2008, which achieved a bronze medal
for the Small Team and a number of

excellent individual performances.

International Agility Festival

Held for the fourth year in 2008,
this event continued to build on
the successes of previous years,
with a record entry of over 18,000
involving more than 2,500 dogs
and 1,500 handlers across 18 rings.
There was an increased public
attendance and a new ‘have a go’
try out ring for spectators and
their dogs. The overseas status of
the Festival continued to flourish
with competitors from 23 different

countries taking part.

Olympia Agility Stakes

The Kennel Club sponsored Agility
Stakes Finals took place again at the
International Horse Show at Olympia
in December 2008. The event was

a tremendous success, proving to be

one of the most popular features of
the show with the audience. This
exposure to a primarily dog-friendly
audience promotes the Kennel Club’s
continuing commitment to Agility,
introducing the public to the concept
of agility competition, and supporting
the objective of popularising canine

activities’,

Breeders’ Competition

The Kennel Club has introduced a
new Breeders” Competition which
will take place at shows throughout
the year, allowing breeders to
showcase the quality and health of
the dogs which they have bred. The
competition can be entered on the day
and is points based, with successful
entrants qualifying for the final
which will be held at Crufts 2010
and then annually. The competition
was launched at Manchester
Championship Show in January 2009

and proved very successful.

Breed Health and Welfare
Strategy Group

The work of the Breed Health and
Welfare Strategy Group has gathered
considerable momentum during
2008, focusing on the effect of breed
standards on the health of all dogs.
As well as continuing to meet with
representatives of breeds such as

the German Shepherd Dog, Basset
Hound and Dogue de Bordeaux, a
wide scale review of Breed Standards
was undertaken in conjunction with
the Breed Standards and Stud Book

Sub-Committee, and information
on breed health on every recognised
breed was collated and circulated

to Breed Clubs and Councils. The
consultation process with the Breed

Clubs and Councils will be ongoing.

Breed Health Monitoring

Following the recommendations of
the Breed Health and Welfare Strategy
Group, a pilot scheme for the random
monitoring of judges and their
adoption of certain clauses in breed
standards relating to the health of
particular breeds has been established.
A programme of observations was
carried out during 2008. In addition,
a new programme requiring judges of
high-profile breeds to supply reports
on the health and welfare of exhibits
was established. Reports are being
received on an ongoing basis and

will provide valuable feedback on the

health of the breeds under observation.

Breed Standard Amendments and
New Breeds

The Breed Standards and Stud Book
Sub-Committee gave detailed input
into the review of all Kennel Club
Breed Standards which took place in
the latter part of 2008. Additionally,
the sub-committee reviewed and
amended the Breed Standards of the
Bloodhound, Brittany, English Toy
Terrier (Black and Tan), Great Dane,
Japanese Spitz, Lancashire Heeler,
Portuguese Water Dog and Shetland
Sheepdog prior to the review. Also

prior to the review, new Interim Breed

are DNA tested clear or are hereditarily clear of vVWD (Von \/
Willebrand’s disease).

Irish Red & White Setters (from 17.06.2008)

The Kennel Club will only register litters if both parents
are DNA tested clear or are hereditarily clear of CLAD
(Canine leucocyte adhesion deficiency).

The Kennel Club makes the following resolution “That the Committee
suggests that the Specialist Breed Clubs should discourage the breeding
of dogs with inverted eyelids, and take such action as will eventually

v‘ remove this hereditary cause of pain in the breed.”
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Standards were issued for the Bavarian
Mountain Hound, Catalan Sheepdog,
Korthals Griffon and Slovakian
Rough Haired Pointer. Recognition
of the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog
was granted in October 2008 and

the nomenclature of the Pyrenean
Sheepdog was amended to Pyrenean
Sheepdog (Long Haired).

Canine Health and Welfare
Conference

Over 80 judges attended a Kennel
Club seminar in February 2009 at the
Kennel Club Building at Stoneleigh.
The conference set out the central
role that the show world will play in
safeguarding the health and future of
pedigree dogs. Judges were reminded
of the authority that the recent
changes to the show regulations have
given them, namely that they can
exclude any dog from competition if
they consider it to be suffering from
any visible condition which adversely

affects its health or welfare.

Judges were asked to highlight any
additional health concerns that they
may have noticed in breeds. The
Kennel Club outlined its intention to
hold regular meetings with judges in
order to ensure continuity and enable
information about the health of all

breeds to be shared.
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Field Trials

Gundog Working Test

A very successful Gundog Working
Test was held at Chatsworth in June
2008 where, for the first time, a
Novice Spaniel test was held followed
by an impromptu training session

which proved popular.

Judges’ Educational Seminars

There are now 47 Approved Presenters
across the four sub-groups ready to
deliver more rules and regulation
seminars for Field Trials. A total of 67
people passed the examination during
2008. An annual seminar took place
in April 2009, when all Approved
Presenters were invited to the Kennel
Club to discuss plans for the future

and to share best practice.

Working Parties

Gundog training days using both
dummies and live game were
organised for Young Handlers during
2008. For the first time the Working
Gundog Certificate was available

at these events, and the young
participants achieved a very high pass
rate. Two training weekends and two
training days for pointing breeds
took place in the spring to meet the

demand for such activities.

Judges Sub-Committee

The Judges Sub-Committee’s

main activities continued to be the
consideration of questionnaires from
judges nominated to award Challenge
Certificates at Championship Shows
for the first time, A2 judging list
applications and the review of

evaluations.

Kennel Club Accreditation Scheme
for Instructors in Dog Training and
Canine Behaviour (KCAI)

A total of 36 members of this
scheme have now achieved full
accreditation and two have achieved
specialist accreditation. The overall
membership remains stable at

around 480. The scheme is gaining
recognition in the professional

dog training world as providing a
meaningful qualification for all those

that instruct and advise others in the

training and control of dogs.

Test Mating of Irish Setters for hereditary Night
Blindness (PRA) is introduced.

In July 2008, the Companion Animal
Welfare Council cited the KCAI
Scheme as having the framework
required to progress its work towards
possible future regulation of dog

training and behaviour modification.

Kennel Club Building at
Stoneleigh Park

The Kennel Club Educational Trust
funded the building of the Kennel
Club Building at Stoneleigh Park
during 2008. This purpose-built
venue will be a centre of educational
excellence for dogs and their owners
and is capable of hosting a range of
activities including dog shows, training

sessions, seminars and meetings.

The project was brought in on time
and the first Open Days were held
in August 2008 whilst the official
opening of the Building took place
in February 2009 with HRH Prince
Michael of Kent officiating at the
ceremony. The venue has proved
popular with dog enthusiasts and a
large number of bookings have been

made for the coming year.

Kennel Club Training Board

The work of the Training Board
supports the key objective of
‘enconraging the development of nll
those concerned with dogs through

education and training’

New initiatives from the Training
Board include a seminar for existing
Challenge Certificate judges, entitled
‘CC Judges Refresher Course for
Requirements of'a Dog Show Judge’.
This was successfully piloted at
Manchester Championship Show in
January 2008 and further seminars

will be held during this year.

A newly introduced Code of Best
Practice for the Judges’ Development
Programme commenced in the
autumn of 2008. A revision of the
judges’ assessment procedure has
been successfully introduced to

ensure greater fairness.

The role of the Training Board is key
to carrying forward with judges the
important Kennel Club messages on
the health of dogs.

Question Times

The Kennel Club held four Question
Time events, in Durham, Derbyshire,
Surrey and at the Kennel Club
Building at Stoneleigh, Warwickshire.
Question times offer a good
opportunity for an exchange of ideas
and helped to fulfil the key objective
of ‘encouraging move people to provide
input into the Kennel Club’s decision

making process’.

Working Trials

The first of the new Show Border
Collie Herding Tests was held in
October 2008 with six dogs entered,
of which three passed the test. The
test attracted considerable interest
and two further tests will take place

in 2009 incorporating curtain

changes requested by Border Collie
Breed Clubs.

British Veterinary Association and the Kennel Club
introduce the Hip Dysplasia Scheme. (Between 1990
and 2009 some 100,000 x-rays have been assessed
and results published by the Kennel Club.)
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Education and events

Discover Dogs

The 2008 event was held on 8th and
9th November at Earls Court. The
public attendance held up, which was
a remarkable achievement considering
the economic climate. The show
focused on celebrating happy, healthy
dogs, with the emphasis on education
of puppy buyers and the promotion of
the Accredited Breeder Scheme, health
initiatives and training. The Kennel
Club Charitable Trust, KC Dog, Dog
Photographer of the Year competition
and the Kennel Club’s Open for Dogs

campaign were also featured.

The Junior Warrant Competition
Semi Finals and the Scruftts Finals
were again held in the Main Ring
with the Companion Dog Club
Competition and YKC displays being

featured elsewhere in the Show.

Good Citizen Dog Scheme

Approaching 300,000 dogs have now
passed through the Good Citizen
Dog Scheme (GCDS). The scheme
continues to promote its Examiner
Assessment programme, which aims
to educate and recognise dog trainers
and scheme enthusiasts that wish

to become examiners. At courses
held during 2008, almost 150 new
examiners were created and the
overall number of examiners now

stands at over 550.

British Veterinary Association and the Kennel Club

introduce Eye Scheme.
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As there is high demand from dog
training instructors wishing to take
the Assessment courses, the scheme
has now set up a network of Assessors,
selected from candidates who have
passed the courses and been trained
to assess. In 2008 the Scheme held
two Assessor training courses, one
focusing on assessment skills and the
other on the attributes of becoming a
good presenter. Both were successful
and there are now 38 Assessors that
have been trained and are actively

participating at scheme courses.

The GCDS’s annual awards were
held in January 2009. These awards
encourage GCDS organisations

to become involved within their
local communities. Entries in this

competition have continued to

increase in quality as well as quantity

and the overall winner this year was

Wandsworth Council.

Kennel Club Roadshow

During 2008 the Kennel Club
Roadshow stand was present at

13 Championship Shows and
additionally at a number of overseas
dog shows to promote Crufts. It
was also present at the Olympia
International Horse Show, several
WTOA events, field trials, country
shows and game fairs during the
year. This busy and diverse schedule
continues to meet the key objective
of “popularising canine activities
focusing on the vetention of existing
pavticipants and the attraction

of new”.

Safe and Sound Scheme

The Safe and Sound Scheme promotes

the safe interaction between children
and dogs for the protection of both.
Opverseas interest in the scheme has
continued to grow, and enquiries
about obtaining a translation of the
scheme were received from several
overseas kennel clubs. Following its
success in 2007, a further seminar
promoting the scheme’s aims was
held in October 2008, this time in
Scotland. This event focused on why

some children get bitten by dogs.

Scruffts

The Kennel Club’s Scruffts Family
Crossbreed Dog of the Year
Competition continues to go from
strength to strength and provides

an excellent opportunity to promote
the Kennel Club’s commitment to all
dogs. A total of 19 heats were held in
2008, with almost 1,500 dogs taking
part, which was a 30% increase on the
entry level of the previous year. The
highest entry achieved was 190 at

All About Dogs held in Brentwood,
Essex in May.

The heat winners again competed
at Discover Dogs in London in
November. The final was judged
by West End musical star Summer
Strallen, who chose Jaffa owned by

Lindsey Truss as the overall winner.

Young Kennel Club
The Young Kennel Club (YKC) has

continued to increase its membership
which currently stands at just under
4,000, including over 200 new
members who joined at Crufts. The
YKC has a new look, which was
launched at Crufts. This has been
specifically targeted at individual age
groups within the membership base

and includes a new website and logos.

After its cancellation due to flooding
in 2007, the National Training Camp
returned to Brooksby College in

Melton Mowbray in 2008 and proved

as successful and popular as ever, with

over 80 members and their families
and dogs taking part. 2008 saw

the introduction of a new training
weekend at Birmingham National
Dog Show which attracted over 50
members over both days. Members
were given the opportunity to train
and compete in agility, obedience
and handling and as well as a Crufts

grooming qualifier.

The YKC was also invited to attend
the Ladies Kennel Association in
December where a number of Crufts
qualifiers were held. Other events
were again held at Bournemouth
Championship Show, Welsh Kennel
Club Championship Show and

a specific event held at Newark
Showground. The training weekends
continue to be extremely popular
amongst members and offer a
valuable opportunity for those no
longer eligible or able to attend

National Camp.

The YKC is devising and
implementing an educational
programme for members aged 16
years and above who would like to
take part in the judging of dogs.
The programme will be of great
future benefit to the Kennel Club
as well as providing YKC members
with a foundation for a long term

commitment to judging.

The Kennel Club starts to appraise every Breed
| Standard for its impact on health and welfare.
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External Affairs and Press Office

The Kennel Club continues to build

and maintain established relationships

with the media, government, the
veterinary profession and the animal
charities. This aspect of its work

certainly came to the fore in 2008.

Breeding of Pedigree Dogs
This issue has been high on the

political agenda in Westminster and
the devolved administrations. The
Kennel Club and Dogs Trust have
jointly instigated an independent
review into the registration, breeding
and showing of dogs to ensure their
long term health and welfare. The
review has received government
support and the Kennel Club has
met and is in contact with Jane
Kennedy MP, Minister for Farming
and the Environment. An Early Day
Motion supporting the Kennel Club
was tabled in Parliament, and this
has received the support of several
MPs. The Kennel Club has also

held meetings with officials from

the Scottish Government and Welsh
Assembly to discuss the issue and will

continue to do so during 2009.

Dangerous Dogs

Throughout 2008, the Kennel Club,
as secretariat for the Dangerous
Dogs Study Act Group (DDASG),
continued to lobby against breed
specific legislation and promoted its
own suggestions for future legislation
to Defra and the Scottish Parliament.
Largely as a result of this work, Alex
Neil MSP is drafting a Members Bill,
which, it successful, would repeal the
Dangerous Dogs Act in Scotland.

In June 2008, the Kennel Club

and DDASG’s work was mentioned
heavily during a debate on the issue
in the House of Commons, with
politicians giving recognition to the
work that is being done. The Kennel

Club is also working with Lord

Redesdale who has tabled a Private
Members Bill in the House of Lords.

Electric Shock Collars

The Kennel Club continues to

lobby for a ban on the sale and use
of electric shock training devices,
including collars, mats and leads.

As a direct result of Kennel Club
lobbying, the Welsh Assembly made
the announcement in June 2008 that
electric shock collars will be banned
following a consultation. This will be
the first ban of its kind in the UK.

External Relations

The Kennel Club also continues to
manage the secretariat for the Puppy
Farming Study Group and sits on
the BVA Animal Welfare Foundation
Dog Breeding Stakeholder Group.
Representatives also sit on the
Executive of the Pet Advisory
Committee; participate in the Pet
Advertising Advisory Group; as well
as being a member of Defra working
groups on various subjects and the
Associate Parliamentary Group

for Animal Welfare. The Kennel
Club attended the Conservative
Party Conference in Birmingham
and had a stand for the first time.
Representatives met MPs and
delegates to discuss various issues,
including health, puppy farming and

banning electric shock collars.

KC Dog

Following the launch of KC Dog in
20006, this dog owners’ group has
grown dramatically both in terms
of participants and the services it
offers. The group has over 3,500
members, including MPs and local
authority representatives. In 2008,
KC Dog responded to around 60
local authorities which had issued
consultations on proposed dog

control orders.

KC Dog has its own website www.
kedog.org.uk and members are kept
updated about dog control orders
via the website, e-mail alerts and bi-
monthly bulletins. KC Dog held its
annual awards ceremony in January
2008 to recognise its most active
members, most co-operative local
authorities and most supportive

politicians.

Open for Dogs

‘Open for Dogs’ was launched by

the Kennel Club during 2007 to
encourage more businesses to allow
dogs to accompany their owners
whilst visiting their premises or using
their services. The campaign has
proved very successful and around
650 businesses are now included

in the scheme, including English

Heritage, Cinnamon Trust and

Greene King pubs.

Westminster Dog of the Year

The Kennel Club ran the sixteenth
Westminster Dog of the Year
competition in October 2008. The
event attracts entries from MPs,
members of the House of Lords and
political editors from the national
newspapers, and provides an excellent
opportunity to communicate

with dog owning politicians. The
winners of this competition were
Jesie and Fuzzy Bear, Greyhounds
belonging to Bob Spink MP. A
special recognition award was given
to Dillon, a 127 year old Miniature
Schnauzer, belonging to Mark
Pritchard MP.

The RCVS agrees to implement rules which ensure that the ol m
KC must be informed if surgery is undertaken on a dog which ‘ .‘
alters its conformation. \/ \
‘1 p
British Small Animal Veterinary Association and the Kennel Club |
| Scientific Committee is established. \
\ A\
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) The Kennel Club Charitable Trust is established.




Marketing and Business Development

The Kennel Club Marketing and
Business Development department
supports the work of all divisions of
the Kennel Club, helping to reinforce
the Club’s position as ‘the first port of

call on all canine matters’.

Information Guides

During 2008, Kennel Club branded
leaflet racks were maintained

across 1,000 veterinary surgeries
throughout the UK. These present
six Kennel Club Information
Guides covering a range of subjects,
including how to find a puppy/
dog, how to get started with dog
training and how to get involved
with different activities with dogs.
This supports the Kennel Club key
objective of “popularising canine
activities focusing on the retention
of existing participants and the
attraction of new”. Nearly one
million leaflets were distributed

through this initiative during 2008.

Kennel Club Website

The Kennel Club website is viewed
by around 180,000 unique users each

month, viewing on average a total of

700,000 pages of content. Users are
regularly alerted to activity on the
website through e-newsletters and
email digests, and now through the
increasingly popular social networking
sites such as Facebook and Twitter,
which allow users to promote and

distribute news and information.

Individual YouTube channels have
been created for the Kennel Club and
Crufts, with the aim of showcasing
the huge amount of Crufts footage,
and also to promote campaign
messages via specially filmed video
clips. During the show, the Crufts
channel became the most viewed
channel on YouTube in the UK.

An image gallery was created in the
photo sharing website Flickr, which
enables visitors to view many of our
photos from campaigns, shows, events
and competitions, and podcasts are
being uploaded to the Kennel Club

website on a regular basis.

Responsible Dog Ownership
Campaign

In 2008, this campaign focused

on three areas: dog wardens, show
organisers and generally on the
dangers of leaving dogs in hot cars.
The information communicated to
dog wardens combined the traditional
content of the Responsible Dog
Ownership packs with information
about the KC Dog group. Show packs,
including leaflets and dog waste pick-
up bags, were also produced as requests
were made for materials promoting
responsible dog ownership. Packs to
promote the campaign warning of the
danger of dogs in hot cars included an
information guide on road travel with

dogs, car stickers and a sun visor.

The Kennel Club Charitable Trust

In 2008, the Kennel Club donated
£300,000 to the Kennel Club
Charitable Trust (Registered Charity
No. 327802) to assist with its work
towards “making a diffevence for
dogs”. The Kennel Club continues
to meet all of the fundraising and
marketing costs of the Trust, and
employs a full-time administrator.
This enables the Trust to apply
almost 100% of its donations to its
three charitable objectives; these
being Science/Education, Welfare
and Support.

During 2008, the Trust distributed
almost £500,000 provided by the
Pedigree Adoption Drive for the
welfare and rescue of dogs, together

with other grants totalling almost

£325,000. Since its inception in
1987, the Trust has distributed grants
totalling almost £4 million. The
Trust has earmarked funds totalling
£500,000 to be made available to
research into canine health and
welfare over the next two years. This
investment will undoubtedly improve

the health and quality of life of dogs.

The Trust operates independently
from the Kennel Club and, like all
charities in England and Wales,
reports to the Charity Commission.
The Trust’s accounts can be
viewed on the website,

www.kecharitabletrust.org.uk.

The Kennel Club appoints a Canine Genetics
Co-ordinator, Dr Jeff Sampson.

British Veterinary Association and the Kennel
Club introduce Elbow Scheme.
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The Kennel Club introduces the first official DNA testing
scheme in the UK - for Canine Leucocyte Adhesion Deficiency
(CLAD) in the Irish Setter. The Kennel Club has now helped
to fund and introduce 20 similar schemes for other inherited
diseases in other breeds.
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£10.8m
Registrations and
Healthcare

Club Finances

The Kennel Club had unforeseen
one-off exceptional expenditure
during 2008. Despite this we

still managed to make charitable
donations totalling £750k. In
addition £2.5m was spent on canine
health and welfare, £1.9m on
education, £2.3m on governance of
canine affairs and £1.0m on external
relations. As noted in previous years,
it is important that we manage

the Kennel Club in a businesslike

manner, whilst still recognising

Split of total income 2008

Split of other income 2008

£0.44m
Crufts (net profit

£0.4m

£0.4m
Members

L\

22

Other Income

/\

that it is more than a business - it

is an institution with an important
mission. We have continued to
control costs and have undertaken
some major new projects. The surplus
generated by the commercial side of
the Kennel Club is essential if we are
to be able to invest in all the many
activities undertaken in the interest of

dog people and dogs.

Split of total expenditure 2008

£8.4m

£1.8m Other Expenditure

£5m
Registrations &
Healthcare

Split of other expenditure 2008

£0.3Tm £3.2m
Canine Activities
(gross income)

Health Welfare &
Charity

£0.25m

Publications }Ezlf(e)rmnal \
(gross income) Relations

Canine Activities

£1.9m
Education

The Kennel Club Charitable Trust invests in the
implementation of the UK's largest dog health survey.
The Kennel Club launches the Kennel Club Accredited

.. Breeder Scheme.

Crufts Chairman’s Report

‘May you live in interesting times’

is thought to be an ancient Chinese
proverb that was used as a curse. Over
the past few months, the Kennel Club
has had its fair share of interesting
times so what a joy it was to have such

a successful show at Crufts 2009.

The entry was the third highest

in the show’s long and illustrious
history, with a total of 22,677 dogs
competing, including a record number
of dogs from overseas (1,186 dogs
from 34 different countries). The
visitor attendance remained extremely
strong, given the current economic
climate, with 145,000 people coming
to share in this great celebration of
happy, healthy dogs. Despite the
large numbers attending, the show’s
layout this year allowed more space
for people to get around the show to
enjoy the dogs, giving the event an

easier and more relaxed air.

An ill wind was blown by those

who chose not to acknowledge and
understand that the Kennel Club has
responded well to the recent criticism
aimed at it. Valiant progress was made
against a limited time scale to ensure
that exhibitors, breeders and visitors

could acknowledge that Crufts is

The Kennel Club Charitable Trust (KCCT) makes a donation of
£250,000 to the Animal Health Trust in support of a unit that
will research inherited eye diseases in the dog.

not only here to stay, but is the best
option for anyone with a genuine

interest in pedigree dogs of quality.

However 2010 is another year and
the events in 2008 leading up to this
year’s show clearly demonstrated
just how strategically significant
Crufts has become to the Kennel
Club. Putting it simply, Crufts is our
‘window on the world’; the scale and
financial importance of the event is
central to the ongoing success and
promotion of the Kennel Club’s

strategic objectives.

In a rapidly changing world, a
focused and business orientated
approach to Crufts is essential to
ensure that the vital importance
of the show to the general good of
the Kennel Club is co-ordinated

effectively and efficiently.

The tireless efforts of the Chairman
of the Kennel Club, Chief Executive
and Secretary leading up to the show
might not have been as immediately
obvious as some would have liked.
However, working as they did

under great pressure and for most

of the time having to abide by strict
commercial confidentiality they
brought us to the point where we
can proudly say — ‘Crufts was, is,
and will remain the best dog event
in the world’. So, despite threats of
disruption to the show, the Crufts
staft and Committee got on quietly

with the preparations.

On Sunday evening, in front of a sell
out crowd of nearly 7,000 people,
Best in Show was won by a wonderful
Sealyham Terrier called Charmin
(Am/Can/SwCh.Efbe’s Hidalgo at
Goodspice), owned by M Good and

S Middlebrooks from Pennsylvania,
USA. The Best in Show judge, Peter
Green said in his report that the
Sealyham was the best he had seen in
30 years, which is heartening news for
what is a vulnerable native breed in
the UK. The Standard Poodle, Ch/
Am Ch Afterglow The Big Tease,
owned by Jason Lynn and handled by
his breeder Mike Gadsby was Reserve
Best in Show and put on a tremendous

performance in the NEC Arena.
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Crufts Chairman’s Report continued

The Friends for Life competition

was another heartwarming event as
ever, showing how the relationship
between man and his dogs can be of
benefit to others as well as to the dogs
and their handlers. This year’s winner
was a Lowland Search and Rescue
dog called Brock, handled by Lou
Holmes. Brock was a worthy winner
as he has found many lost people,

including several Alzheimers sufferers.

In the absence of BBC television
coverage of the event, live coverage
of the activity taking place in the
NEC Arena at Crufts was broadcast
on the internet. The enthusiasm for
the coverage was really pleasing from
those who ‘logged on’ to watch -

and there were 145,000 individual
users. Praise has been received for the
quality of coverage, the skills of the
commentators and for the focus being

put squarely on the dogs themselves.

Once again, the Kennel Club Crufts
Office team of just five people,

led by the show manager Vanessa
McAlpine, worked with a contingent
of Kennel Club staff and contractors
to stage a great show. The Chief
Steward and his team of group and
ring stewards worked as hard as

ever to bring the show in on time,
despite having to be on their guard

for any possible disruption.
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The YKC Ring was continuously busy
throughout the show and the newly
designed ring and show stand was the
best ever. The YKC members who

ran the ring, backed up by a staft of
three, worked well together - another

great team effort.

The extra width gangways in the
Discover Dogs area proved to be really
worthwhile. The time and effort put in
by the breed representatives working in
the Discover Dogs booths proved that
‘it for function: fit for life” is what the
Kennel Club and Crufts is all about.
The Kennel Club’s own main stand
devoted to health was continuously
busy and many a visitor left there
reassured by our experts that the Club
is working constantly to improve the

health and welfare of dogs.

The provision of a special ring for
Obedience in Hall 5 proved to be

a great success and benefited the
trade stands in its vicinity. All the
other activity rings proved to be very
popular and highly enjoyable and, to
cap it all, the Arena Director, Nick
Brooks Ward proved to us all yet
again that a dog show can also be

great entertainment.

In fact, judges, stewards (and

where would we be without them),
committee members, exhibitors,
NEC staff and visitors alike came to
Crufts this year determined to ‘see
off” the doom mongers and naysayers
—and we all had a great time. My
sincere thanks go to everyone who
contributed to the show in any way

for making it the unquestioned

success that it was.

The Kennel Club Kennel Club Accreditation Scheme
for Instructors in Dog Training and Canine Behaviour
(KCAI) awards its first qualified training instructors
at Discover Dogs.

Secretary’s Report and Club Matters

Caroline Kisko

Affiliate Scheme

The Affiliate Scheme, now in its
fourth year, continues to grow rapidly
and has almost 1,500 members. It is
linked to the Kennel Club’s objective
of ‘achieving a widening of the
membership base’. The scheme offers
a range of benefits, including the
monthly Kennel Gazette, a regular
email newsletter and discounts

on Kennel Club event tickets,
publications and merchandise. A
designated section of the Kennel Club
website is available to enable Affiliates
to gain further information specific

to their interests.

The Kennel Club Education Trust
established and funds the opening
of the Kennel Club Building at
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire.

The Scheme’s objective is to
encourage more people to be involved
with the Kennel Club and help
contribute to the Kennel Club’s
overall aim, “to promote in every way

the geneval improvement of dogs”.

Art Gallery

There have been four exhibitions
held during the past year. ‘A
Celebration of the Irish Setter’ ran
until August 2008. “British & Irish
Vulnerable Breeds: An Exhibition

of Art Portraying our Rarer Breeds
of Dog’ was held from August 2008
to November 2008. The Christmas
Art Fair ran from December 2008
until January 2009, and ‘The Golden
Retriever in Art’ runs until June
2009. An art lecture was given in
conjunction with each exhibition and
these have proved popular with both

breed and art enthusiasts.

The Art Gallery hosts a wide range of
events, including Kennel Club tours,
functions for charities and other

dog organisations, press launches

and the final judging of the Dog
Photographer of the Year competition.
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Several artworks have been acquired
for the collection, either through
donation or purchased by the Kennel
Club Art Foundation. An ongoing
conservation programme ensures that
necessary major restoration and repair

work is carried out.

Catering and Club Areas

The Club Department experienced
a busy year with an increase of 5.5%
in the total number of meals served.
The special Christmas menu was
very well received once again with
the dining room fully booked for

most of December.

A full and varied social diary was
arranged for the Members over the
past year, including themed wine
tasting lunches, a visit to the theatre, a
cruise along the Thames, and visits to
the Houses of Parliament, the Chelsea
Physic Garden and the National
Army Museum. The Kennel Club is

a popular venue a number of external
organisations hold events, which have
included book launches, presentations
and award ceremonies held in either

the Gallery or the Boardroom.
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Kennel Gazette

The Kennel Gazette has continued to
develop in both content and design.
In March 2009, the ‘Events’ section
of the publication moved from being a
pullout to form part of the main body
of the magazine, adding more colour
to the publication. Further design
developments will continue during
the year with the aim of refreshing

and revitalising the magazine.

Library
The Kennel Club library is

Europe’s largest canine library and
welcomed many visitors and dealt
with a significant number of research
requests over the past year. Visitors
include Kennel Club Members,
breed historians, private researchers
and students, as well as members of

the public.

A range of newly published titles
covering history, breeding, welfare,
training, behaviour and nutrition, as
well as breed-specific books, has been
added to the collection. A number of
rare items have also been acquired in

the last twelve months.

\
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As part of an ongoing conservation
programme, the project to digitise
the Crufts catalogues is at an
advanced stage and the early Kennel
Club minute books have been moved
offsite into climate-controlled,
fire-resistant storage, which will
provide a more secure conservation

environment for these unique items.

Picture Library

The Picture Library supplies
thousands of images for use in
Kennel Club publications, as well as
sourcing images for book publishers,
magazine and private dog owners.
New images continue to be added to
the Picture Library online database

on a regular basis.

The Picture Library organised the
fourth annual Dog Photographer
competition, which received hundreds
of entries. The winning photograph
and other category winners were
displayed at Discover Dogs in
November 2008 and the 2009
competition was launched at Crufts
in March. All proceeds from the
competition go to support the work of
the Kennel Club Charitable Trust.
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Caroline Kisco

Secretary

The Kennel Club Charitable Trust announces funding
of £1.2m over a 6 year period to open the Kennel Club
Genetic Centre at the Animal Health Trust.
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Conclusion

I mentioned earlier the wise counsel
and support provided by the General
Committee over the past year.
Without knowing that we had that
backing and the support of Members,
it would not have been possible for all
those of us involved in the frontline
of the issues we have faced, to achieve
the success I believe we have achieved
thus far. Our Vice Chairman Bill
Hardaway has, as ever, been there to
provide a stable and logical base and
to keep me calm! But it must be to
the Staft of the Kennel Club under
our Chief Executive, Rosemary Smart
that we express our most fulsome
thanks. They have all had a tough
time but it has been their conviction
not only that we are in the right -

but also that we are doing the right
things for dogs and dog breeders

Complete revision of all Breed Standards and the inclusion of the following statement that ‘Breeders
and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious conditions or exaggerations which would be

- that has kept the Kennel Club
moving forward and has brought us
through this difficult period. I want
to thank them all and particulary

our Secretary and Communication
Director, Caroline Kisko, on behalf
of Members, for all of their hard work

and for all that they have done.

Ronnie Irving
Chairman of the Kennel Club

detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or soundness of this breed'.



Annex to the Report 2008/2009

Awards
Summary of the certificates issued by
the Awards Department in 2008:

Challenge Certificates 6,766
Champion Certificates 999
Breeders Diplomas 999
Agility Certificates 44
Agility Champions 10
Obedience Certificates 90
Obedience Champions 10
Working Trial Certificates 28
Working Trial Champions 6
Stud Book Certificates

Junior Warrants

Obedience Warrants

Show Certificates of Merit

Agility Warrants

Field Trial Champions

Field Trial Stud Book

Certificates

Disciplinary Sub-Committee
Rule A42

Complaints which culminated in
hearings before the Disciplinary
Sub-Committee

Cases dealt with under T11

Rule A 43

There were three cases considered

by the Disciplinary Sub-Committee
under Rule A 43 involving convictions
for unnecessary suffering.

Field Trials Sub-Committee
Summary of the main areas of
business for the Field Trials Sub-
Committee in 2008:

Number of meetings held

Field Trial awards, including Show
Gundog Working Certificates
processed 3,655
Applications for permission

to hold new Field Trials 10
Applications for addition to

Panel Judges list 36
Licence applications 652
Applications from unregistered
organisations and individuals to

hold Gundog Working Tests and
other related events 16
Breaches of Regulation 6
Rejected fines 0

Good Citizen Dog Scheme
Cumulative passes to end 2008:
Puppy Foundation
Assessment 91,710
126,580
39,204

16,242

Bronze Passes
Silver Passes
Gold Passes

Judges Sub-Committee
Summary of the main areas of
business for the Judges Sub-
Committee in 2008:

Number of meetings held 8
A2 list applications — approved 40
A2 list applications — not approved 7
Evaluations considered 307
Judges notified of specific

comments 28
Clubs/Councils which requested

the JSC to appoint evaluators 64
Observers appointed for

existing judges

Complaints against judges
considered 8
New CC judges approved 579
New CC judges not approved 60
Withdrawals from appointments

to judge (including emergency
appointments) 174
Appeals not upheld 2
Appeals upheld 2

Registered Societies

At the end of 2008 there were

1,888 registered societies and during
the year 10 new society and 2 new
Breed Council registrations and 23
de-registrations were processed.

Breed 719
General Canine 597
Training 399
Ringcraft 79
Agricultural /Municipal 60
Listed Status 685
Breed Councils 34

Show Executive Sub-Committee
Summary of the main areas of
business for the Show Executive
Sub-Committee in 2008:

Number of meetings held 8

Permission to show (granted) 204
Permission to show (not granted) 7
Disqualifications 28
Special Events approved 72
Fines — Clubs 19

Fines — Individuals
Objections upheld
Objections rejected

Dogs banned

Dogs — owners warned
Failure to supply critiques
warnings to judges
Appeals upheld

Appeals rejected

Activities Sub-Committee
Summary of the main activities of
business for the Activities Sub-
Committee (formerly the Working
Trials, Obedience and Agility Sub-
Committee) in 2008:

Number of meetings held

Fines — Clubs

Fines — Individuals

Objections upheld

Objections rejected

Dogs Banned

Amendments to G Regulations
Amendments to H Regulations
Amendments to I Regulations 9
Amendments to K Regulations 0
Amendments to L Regulations 10
Registration of Title approved

for final registration 3
Registration of branches approved 29
Championship status approved 2

Licensed Shows And Trials In 2008
General & Group

Championship Shows 38
Breed Championship Shows 531
Agility Championship Shows 20
Obedience Championship Shows 42
Championship Working Trial 32
Championship Field Trials 4
Premier Open Shows 17
Open Shows —

Breed & General

Open Shows — Agility

Open Shows — Obedience

Open Working Trials

Limited Shows — Breed &

General

Limited Shows — Agility

Limited Shows — Obedience

One Day Field Trials

Two Day Field Trials

Show Gundog Working Days

Flyball

Heelwork to Music

Companion Dog Show licences






