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THE KENNEL CLUB
Making a difference for dogs

ELECTRIC SHOCK COLLAR CAMPAIGN

TALK TO YOUR MP ABOUT ELECTRIC SHOCK
COLLARS AT HIS OR HER SURGERY

MP SURGERY GUIDE

A surgery provides all members of the public with a chance
to meet face to face with their MP in their local area.

Attending your MP’s surgery will be the most powerful way of
making your MP aware of shock collars. This will allow your MP
to quickly take up the issue in Parliament.

Make an appointment today!
www.thekennelclub.org.uk
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RECOGNISING THE BENEFIT OF LOBBYING
YOUR MP AT SURGERY

What Is Lobbying And Why Should | Do It?

Lobbying is a term used to describe the process of influencing the government and
its policy.

It is important to voice concerns about the use of electric shock collars to elected
representatives, to raise their awareness of such cruelty and encourage them to
influence the views of their parliamentary colleagues.

What Are MP Surgeries And Why Should | Attend?

A surgery provides all members of the This is because once elected, an MP’s job
public with a chance to meet face to is to represent the concerns of his or her
face with their MPs in their local area to constituents in Parliament, regardless of
discuss any matter of concern. which ones voted for them.

It is always worthwhile to meet your MP Attending your MP’s surgery will be

at a surgery because in most cases the the most powerful way of making your
biggest factor that will influence an MP’s MP aware of electric shock collars and
actions is the views and concerns of will allow them to quickly take up the

his/her constituents. issue in Parliament.



How Do | Find Out Who My MP Is?

You can find out who your MP is by:

® [ogging on to http://www.
upmystreet.com/commons/I/

e (Calling the House of Commons
Information Service via the
switchboard on 020 7219 3000 or
directly on 020 7219 4272

GETTING STARTED: PREPARING TO LOBBY
YOUR MP AT SURGERY

® [ooking up the Dods Parliamentary
Companion in your local library

e Contacting either
Holly Lee or Laura Vallance,
on 020 7518 1020 or email
Ivallance@the-kennel-club.org.uk
(you will need to inform us of your
postcode)

How Do | Contact My MP’s Office To Book An Appointment?

You can contact your local MP’s office in
a variety of ways:

® \Write to your MP at the House of
Commons, London SW1A 0AA.

® \Write to your MP at their
constituency office.

® Telephone the House of Commons
switchboard on 020 7219 3000
and ask to be put through to your
MP’s office.

® E-mail your MP, you can check their
e-mail address via the Parliamentary
website:
http://www.parliament.uk/
directories/hciolists/alms.cfm

When Should | Book An Appointment?

Since MPs spend most of their time

in Westminster, surgeries are usually
held 2-4 times per month on a Friday
in their constituencies and get booked
up quickly. It is therefore best to book

If you live in Scotland, Wales or
Northern Ireland, you will also have
representatives in your local Parliament
or Assembly.

You can find out who your elected
representative is by calling:
Scottish Parliament

0131 348 5000

Welsh Assembly
029 2089 8200

Northern Ireland Assembly
028 9052 1333

an appointment for surgery in advance.
Sometimes notices of surgeries appear
in local newspapers, but if not you can
contact your MP directly (as above) to
book your appointment in advance.



WHAT TO SAY TO YOUR MP ABOUT ELECTRIC
SHOCK COLLARS

Introduction - Tell Your MP What An Electric Shock Collar Is

An electric shock collar is a training with two metal prongs that sit against
device that is used by dog owners and the dog’s neck. Settings on the collar can
trainers to alter the behaviour of any range from 1-100.

dog. There are various types of electric
shock collars available to the general
public. They are marketed as a non-
painful quick fix solution to training.

Remote control electric shock

collars - Used to correct any unwanted
behaviour, these collars deliver a shock via
an owner-operated remote control. The

Anti bark collars - Used to train a collar looks the same as an anti bark collar
dog not to bark, these collars work by but the remote control contains a choice
emitting an electric shock to the dog of two buttons: One delivers a short
every time it barks while wearing the sharp shock when pressed and the other
collar. Attached to the collar is a box delivers a constant 12 second shock.

Main Points Of Concern - Tell Your MP The Key Reasons Why Electric
Shock Collars Should Be Completely Banned

Learning theory - Electric shock collars  Availability of collars - Shock collars

train dogs to respond out of fear of are readily available by mail order, via
further punishment (having received a retail outlets and on the internet. There
shock when it does not perform what is no restriction on them being sold to

is asked of it) rather than a natural unscrupulous people or those with little
willingness to obey. Or No experience in training.

Adverse effects — As a dog will not Science - Scientific studies and dog
know where the shock has come from behaviourists conclude the use of shock
it is more likely to associate it with collars is “not only unpleasant but
something in the environment at the also painful and frightening and may
time of the shock. This is why cases influence the dog’s well being in the long
of dogs attacking at the time of the term in a negative way.” ' An electric
shock are quite common, as is the dog shock collar hurts. It has to. If it didn't, it

developing ‘superstitious’ fears to things ~ wouldn’t work.”?
in the environment (e.g. birds) seen at
the time of the shock.

" This quote is taken from a study by Matthijs B.H. Schilder and Joanne A.M van der Borg called
“Training dogs with the help of the shock collar: short and long term behavioural effects”

2This quote was taken from Carolyn Menteith, dog behaviourist and trainer
continued over P



Alternatives - There are many positive
training tools, which train dogs quickly,
easily and reliably without damaging the
relationship between the dog and the
handler through causing pain and fear.
These include recall training, clicker training,
training discs, crates and retractable leads.
The Association of Chief Police Officers,
the armed forces and the two largest
German Shepherd Clubs in the country
have imposed a voluntary ban on the

use of electric shock collars to train their
dogs. This provides further evidence that
alternative training devices alter behaviour
just as, if not more effectively than, electric
shock collars.

Conclusion - Tell Your MP How He/She Can Help To Get Electric Shock

Collars Completely Banned

As well as educating your MP about the harmful effects of electric shock collars, it is
important for you to have a specific objective or ‘ask’ that you would like your MP to

pursue. Ask your MP to:

® Sign the Early Day Motion (EDM)
1570 “Electric Shock Collars” if they
have not already done so. If you live
in Scotland and are lobbying your
MSP ask them to sign Motion S2M-
4418 "Electric Shock Collars” if they
have not already done so. Motions
are petitions put down by MPs for
other MPs to sign.

e \Write to the Department of
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs,
Defra or your country’s equivalent on
your behalf to ask what action the
Government is taking with regard to
electric shock collars.

® Table a written or oral Parliamentary

question to Defra asking if it has any
plans to completely ban the sale and
use of electric shock collars in the
future.

Request an adjournment debate on
the issue - this is a 30-minute debate
set at the end of the day between
your MP and the relevant minister
from Defra.

Request a Westminster Hall Debate
- this is a debate which can be called
for by your MP. During the debate
your MP will be able to debate the
issue with a minister from Defra

but their Parliamentary colleagues
can also participate by making an
‘intervention.’






